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NEW YORK, NY (Photo left) — A Times
Square billboard promoting and
celebrating "The Bible in a Year" podcast
was unveiled December 19, 2021, and will
stay up through January 9, 2022. Story
page 2. (CNS photo/courtesy Ascension)

Former NFLer Matt Birk shares his journey in fatherhood in
the Knights of Columbus film St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father.
The Knights are offering the movie for free. Story page 6.
(Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus/Spirit Juice Studios)

KAMLOOPS, BC – A child's red dress hangs on a stake near
the grounds of the former Kamloops Indian Residential
School in Kamloops, British Columbia, June 5, 2021.
Records for the residential schools are now available online.
Story page 12. (CNS photo/Jennifer Gauthier, Reuters)

OTTAWA — Minister of International
Development Harjit Sajjan has
announced $75 million in govenment
funding for Development and Peace
and its major ally in Canada, the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank over three
years. Story page 11. (The Catholic
Register photo)
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New FreemanThe
Times Square billboard promoted,
celebrated 'Bible in a Year' podcast
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — A billboard went up in
New York's Times Square during Christmas
and New Year's to promote and celebrate the
evermore popular podcast The Bible in a Year.
But more is in store for the program that topped
the charts shortly after its debut in January.

The creators of the daily podcast that leads
listeners through the Bible's narrative have an-
nounced several new initiatives designed to
highlight the show's success and attract even
more listeners.

An all-new Spanish-language version of the
podcast — La Biblia en un año — with origi-
nal commentary and a new, native-Spanish
speaking host, was to be launched January 1.

The Bible in a Year Retreat virtual event
for listeners will take place February 18-20.
It will have a limited capacity for participants
but is "designed to help Catholics cultivate a
lifelong relationship with the word of God —
one that extends far beyond the podcast."

The planned billboard was unveiled Decem-
ber 19 in Times Square and will stay up
through January 9.

"Through distraction and distress, our cul-
ture has lost a hopeful, historical biblical
worldview — but by the grace of God this
podcast has helped thousands rediscover it,"
said Father Mike Schmitz, a priest of the Dio-
cese of Duluth, Minnesota, and popular Catho-
lic speaker and author, who hosts the podcast.

According to Ascension, a multimedia
Catholic publisher and the podcast's producer,
The Bible in a Year to date has hit 142 million
downloads and 3.3 billion minutes of listening
worldwide. It gets 464,000 daily downloads, of
which 90% are U.S.-based listeners.

"That U.S. audience of 418,000 would fill
the largest football stadium in the country, that
of the University of Michigan, four times
over," according to a news release.

The featured guest on the podcast is Jeff
Cavins, a Bible scholar and creator of the Great
Adventure Bible Timeline. Mr. Cavins and Fr.
Schmitz created the podcast with the back-
ing of Ascension.

Each episode averages about 23 minutes
and includes Fr. Schmitz reading through As-
cension's entire Great Adventure Catholic Bi-
ble in 365 episodes, providing commentary,
reflection and prayer along the way.

The reading chronology is based on the
Great Adventure Bible Timeline reading plan,
which organizes the 14 narrative books of the

Bible into 12 periods to help readers under-
stand how they relate to one another and to
God's plan for salvation.

That plan is designed for three months, so
Mr. Cavins expanded it for The Bible in a
Year.

What makes this reading plan successful is
that it helps readers follow the story without
losing a sense of the narrative in a non-narra-
tive book, Mr. Cavins told The Catholic Spirit,
newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, in an interview shortly after the

podcast debuted.
"Instead of just knowing stories of the Bi-

ble, we're trying to get people to know the
story of salvation, of salvation history," said
Mr. Cavins, who is a member of St. Vincent
de Paul Parish in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota.

Hours after its debut, The Bible in a Year
shot to the top of Apple Podcasts charts. It
was the No. 1 podcast in all categories Janu-
ary 2-18, 2021. It was the No. 1 podcast in
the Religion & Spirituality category January
2-June 30, 2021 and from October 24 to mid-
November, 2021.

"We're humbled by testimonials from peo-
ple of all walks of life who've started to apply
a biblical worldview to their lives — gaining
clarity on God's will, overcoming addictions,
returning to the sacraments or are converting
to Catholicism, renewing marriages and rela-
tionships — and many more incredible sto-
ries," Fr. Schmitz said.

In testimonials received by the podcast's
creators, many listeners have said they found
the program over the past year "a joy and a
blessing" and an "anchor" amid the uncertainty
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

"Like so many others, I lost my way over
the summer because of COVID. The Bible

(continued on page 3)

Jeff Cavins (Facebook image)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — The
Synodal process is
underway in the Diocese of
Saint John, as parishes
across the diocese come
together to pray, meet, dis-
cuss and respond to the
questions of the Synod
2021-23: Communion, Par-
ticipation and Mission.

At the recommendation of
the Council of Priests, Bishop
Christian  Riesbeck, CC of Saint John has extended the date for parish
submissions to the diocese to January 28, in the hopes that this extra time
will allow parishes to engage more thoughtfully in this process.

It is preferable for responses to be submitted as a group, however
individual responses are still possible. The deadline for individual submis-
sions is January 14, to allow time for these to be compiled and included
with the parish summary report.

In addition to extending the deadline, the diocese has also added six
more targeted questions, adapted from the Archdiocese of Vancouver,
which will serve as an aid to guide group discussion and help the diocese
on a local level. These include questions such as:

• What helps or prevents you from being active in the Church’s mis-
sion?

• What areas of the Church’s mission are we missing or neglecting?
• What particular issues in the Church/society do we need to pay more

attention to?
• How can we, the local Church, journey with our Indigenous brothers

and sisters in a process of healing and reconciliation?
• From this time of listening, could you sum up in one or two sentences

how the Spirit is calling us to grow in “journeying together” in our Church
in Saint John?

Bishop Riesbeck has also encouraged lay groups and ministries to com-
plete the Synod questionnaire as a group. Those who participated in The
Catholic Disciple series — which wrapped up in December 2021 —
completed the Synod questions together and had a fruitful discussion
resulting in concrete feedback to send back to the diocese.

While the number of questions can be daunting, Bishop Riesbeck has
encouraged the faithful not to worry about answering every single ques-
tion, but to enter this process prayerfully attentive to the Holy Spirit.

“It is important to note that not every question must be answered, so
long as people are attentive to the Holy Spirit and provide clear and honest
feedback to the questions that speak to them,” he wrote in his letter of
October 19, 2021.

While individual submissions are possible, group consultations are
preferable as they allow the opportunity for people to pray and dis-
cern together. An individual recently shared that at the beginning they

Synod process underway in diocese
found the questions difficult to answer, but after praying together as
a group, and being given time for quiet reflection, the group came
back and had a fruitful discussion. She said that the answers others
were giving were enlightening and things she had not considered, and
that in the process of completing the questions as a group, she was
able to better understand what being a Synodal Church truly means.

Anyone who wishes to participate in the Synodal process is en-
couraged to contact their parish for further information. The Synod
questions and Bishop Riesbeck’s letter to the faithful at the beginning
of the Synodal Process can be found at www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
synod-2021-2023. All individual responses must be received by Janu-
ary 14, 2022. Parish responses must be sent to the diocese no later
than January 28, 2022.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 2)
in a Year has not only brought me back, but anchored me in place.
For this I am forever grateful," said one.

The Bible in a Year is available on Apple Podcasts, Spotify and
other podcast platforms, and through Hallow, a Catholic prayer app.§

Podcast

Year Amoris Laetitia Family proclaims
the ‘Gospel of the Family’
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

In December, Pope Francis proclaimed a year of St. Joseph (De-
cember 8, 2020-December 8, 2021). Shortly thereafter, he announced
that on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph (March 19, 2021) another spe-
cial year will be inaugurated — the Year Amoris Laetitia Family. It will
conclude June 26, 2022, on the X World Meeting of Families in Rome.

March 19, 2021, marks the five-year anniversary of the publication
of the Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia on the
beauty and joy of love in the family. “The family deserves a year of
celebrations, so that it can be placed at the centre of commitment and
care from every pastoral and ecclesial reality,” (www.amorislaetitia.va).

We are living in mission territory and families are called to be pro-
tagonists of the New Evangelization. The Gospel of the Family needs
to be proclaimed clearly, truthfully, and with humility.

In his address to the Fourth World Meeting of Families in January
2003, Pope John Paul II (St. John Paul II) encouraged families to,
“proclaim joyfully to the whole world the wonderful treasure which
you, as domestic churches possess! Christian couples, in your com-
munion of life and love, in your mutual self-giving and in your gener-
ous openness to children, become, in Christ, the light of the world.”

Throughout this year the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life has
highlighted many types of families, including celebrating the First World
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on July 25, 2021 — to be
celebrated every year on the fourth Sunday of July — and their
#iamchurch campaign. This campaing features “five videos, discov-
ering women and men who are too often victims of the throwaway
culture and who testify to a smiling, non-pitying, cheerful humanity:
the attractive face of the Church.”

These and many more resources can be found at
www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html.
Further resources can also be found on our diocesan website at
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/amoris-laetitia-family-year, and on the CCCB
website at  www.cccb.ca/faith-moral-issues/family-and-life/celebrat-
ing-the-amoris-laetitia-family-year/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop Christian Risebeck, CC
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By ELIZABETH BOOKSER BARKLEY, PhD

Reprinted with permission
St. Anthony Messenger December 2021/January 2022

“What do you think you will be doing when you’re 80?” a first-year
college student challenged her classmates at the beginning of a pres-
entation about a woman her project group believed promotes the com-
mon good.

Reactions were immediate: “I’ll probably be lying in a bed in an old
folks’ home.” “Someone will be pushing me down to dinner in a
wheelchair.” And, finally, to spontaneous laughter, “I’ll be dead.”

Then the students projected a slide with a picture of their exemplar
of the common good: a smiling, lively-looking Sister Helen Prejean.
At age 80, she had just published her third book, a memoir, and is still
at the helm of the Ministry Against the Death Penalty.

My students’ hilarity and overt ageism quickly dissipated. Amused
but not surprised by this reaction, I wondered how my 18-year old
students might reinterpret me, their energetic teacher, if they realized
I trailed Sr. Prejean in age by only 8 years. Would they be surprised,
even shocked, to realize I could be their grandmother?

A myriad of challenges
Based on current data about aging, my teaching career could last

for almost another decade. According to a 2021 report from the Na-
tional Center for Health Services taking into account deaths in 2020,
life expectancy for males in the United States is 75.1 years and for
women 80.5. Canadian statistics puts the life expectancy age for men
at 80 and for women at 84 years.

Even though my peers and I are living more active lives than our
grandparents, there is no escaping the reality of aging: the physical,
psychological, and spiritual challenges that each year presents. Like
those before us, we can, in the words of poet Dylan Thomas, ‘rage,
rage against the dying of the light’ or we can openly assess the years
we have lived so far to find meaning and peace in the years to come.

But limitations are real. In The Season of a Man’s Life, psycholo-
gist Daniel Levinson writes of an aging man: “Even if he is in good
health and physically active, he has many reminders of his decreasing
vigour and capacity. If nothing else, there are more frequent aches
and pains.”

That description rings true for Mike Harmon, 80, of Cincinnati,
who describes ‘how hard it is to get used to arthritis in my hands, as
I struggle to button my shirt or unscrew a cap. And my hearing and
eyesight are going down.” More worrisome is a recent diagnosis of
smouldering mycloma, a bone marrow cancer.

Even without such a diagnosis, aging friends have to face their
physical limitations. A few years ago, a longtime friend, Bonnie Finn,
was chopping up fallen branches in her garden on a wintry day when
she slipped off a wet rock and ended up with her wrist in a cast.

Among the mental declines are memory problems and aphasia. If
you’re not familiar with that term, you probably have not reached age
65. Derived from a Greek word that means ‘speechlessness,” this is
the in ability to retrieve the right word, especially proper names. Some-
times it takes a spouse or a friend to nail down the word. Or even a
community: “Where two or three are gathered,” we might eventually
come up with the name of a movie whose plot we all remember but
whose title escapes us.

In realistically facing mental and physical diminishment, 66-year-

Senior moments: wisdom, grace, and courage
old Mary Kay Fleming, PhD, notes that a valuable coping mechanism
is a good sense of humour. The professor emeriti at Mount St. Joseph
University in Cincinnati says, “You can moan about aches and pains,
or you can be more playful and laugh at yourself.”

A well of spirituality
Coping with the challenges of aging doesn’t come naturally to eve-

ryone. However, Dr. Fleming mentions one well-documented predic-
tor of our ability to “bounce back” from significant challenges: a deep
spirituality. “Religious faith reminds us that there is more to life than
our present ailments,” she explains. “We know we are not islands and
that we belong to something larger and more meaningful.”

For Anne Marie Rusen, 75, religious faith – her own Catholic faith
and her husband, Ted’s, devotion to the Russian Orthodox tradition –
has been foundational to their 49 years of marriage. Until she recently
retired, her life was one lived in service to her church — as an el-
ementary school teacher, as director of ministerial development in a
Kentucky diocese, and as a full-time pastoral associate for four small
parishes near Dayton, Ohio.

Although Ms. Rusen’s relations with Church leaders have some-
times been strained, she vows, “I will never leave my faith.” In fact,
she credits a Roman Catholic priest, Father Bob Monnin, the pastor
of her young family’s parish in Vandalia, Ohio, with “shaping my
spiritual and family life.”

Mike Harmon traces his spirituality to the deep faith of a mother
and father who raised their 11 children in the Catholic Church and
provided each a Catholic school education. From 1961 to 1969, he
belonged to the Society of Jesus, where he was “strongly influenced
by Jesuit spirituality: finding God in all things, practising discernment,
blending contemplation and action.”

His spirituality has helped him grapple with what he considers the
biggest psychological challenges of aging: the loss of friends, several
of whom died suddenly before he could reconnect. “As I age, I think
about people who have gone on before me,” he reflects. “For the past
year, I’ve been sort of depressed that people I have loved have died so
suddenly.”

In one instance, he and Fran, his wife of 52 years, visited an 8-
year-old friend in the hospital. As they entered his room, they discov-
ered that this friend’s family had gathered when summoned by hos-
pice to say their goodbyes. In a scene that Mr. Harmon describes as
“unexpected and unnerving,” he and Fran had arrived at the moment
of their friend’s death. “I sat and held his hand as he died.”

Who am I now?
While each person ages uniquely, psychologists have identified life

crises that are universal. Mount St. Joseph’s Dr. Fleming relies on
development psychologist Erik Erikson’s eight stage of life when ex-
plaining to undergraduate students what aging looks like.

“The crisis adults face between the ages of 40 and 65 centres
around leaving a legacy,” she explains, referring to Erikson’s seventh
stage of development, which he termed “generactivity vs. stagna-
tion.” Dr. Fleming says that “in psychologically healthy adults, there’s
a desire to mentor those who will survive you.”

The next stage, age 65 and beyond — called by Mr. Erikson “integ-
rity vs. despair” — is the time to “look back and hopefully bring
things to a point where you are happy with where you are in life,”
says Dr. Fleming. “The challenge is not to be overwhelmed by regret,

(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)
but to find a way to heal damaged relationships and be useful to those
you are attached to, despite your physical limitations.”

The Reverend Maureen Doherty, an Episcopal priest, recently sold
her house in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and moved to a senior independent-
living facility with her spouse, Joan Farstad, also a priest, who is
adjusting to Parkinson’s disease.

Their new lifestyle has been shaped by Joan’s “physical disabilities
and diminished freedoms.” Instead of celebrating Eucharist within a
parish, Rev. Doherty is sometimes asked to help with liturgies at the
nursing home. With more isolation required by the recent pandemic,
the couple feels fortunate to be able to be together in their apartment,
sharing prayer each evening.

Another challenge for Rev. Doherty is giving up “knowing what I
am doing every day when I wake up. I am the kind of person who
needs to get up and move,” but by the nature of Joan’s illness, she
needs to be with her many hours each day: “I am asking myself, what
is the next part of my call here, in this town, in this residence?” She
reflects. “I need to redefine my meaning and my purpose under these
new circumstances.”

According to Dr. Fleming, Rev. Doherty’s struggle is a perfect
example of Mr. Erikson’s eight stages: “Who am I now, in this condi-
tion/circumstance, and how do I make peace with it?”
Ms. Rusen has little trouble naming her biggest hurdle: starting over
late in life when she and her husband moved to Powell, Ohio, to be
closer to her husband’s doctors and several of her children and grand-
children. The move meant leaving friends and a parish where she had
participated in a rich community and liturgical life. She hopes to find
one that will feel like home and sustain her as she ages,

‘A little help from friends’
It’s not difficult to find public models of graceful and active aging

just by browsing a newspaper or turning on the news: President Joe
Biden, theologian Sister Joan Chittister, or actor Sophia Loren, who at
age 87 recently starred in a miniseries. Several of those interviewed
for this article need look no further than their age-mates to find inspi-
ration as they navigate their final years.

Ms. Rusen looks to her husband, who has had two kidney surger-
ies and takes 27 medicines a day, “but never complains about his
illness.” She admires his “spiritual depth. He is a good, good man, and
I want to imitate him.”

Though Mr. Harmon falls short of canonizing his 80-year-old wife,
he holds up Fran as a role model because she is “a person serious
about her faith, forgiving, always open, never fearful, and focused on
serving others.”

Rev. Doherty calls up the memory of the woman religious who
helped her recalibrate her life. Each time they met, Rev. Doherty noted
a gradual decline – from independent living to using a walker, then a
wheelchair. Even though her friend was eventually confined to a bed
in her nursing facility, Rev. Doherty says, “She was sharp intellectu-
ally, and she kept having purpose through interacting with people.”

Reaching out
Continuing to find meaning is one of the great tasks of the later

years of our lives, says Dr. Fleming: looking outward, serving others,
sharing wisdom even as physical energy begins to wane.

For Ms. Rusen, that means reaching out to people older than her-
self in her new neighbourhood. “I am trying to learn about the people

I live near,” she says. “Some of their stories break my heart. After helping
with 500 funerals in my ministry, I know how to read people. I plan to use
the gifts I have developed over the years to help as I can.”

Although Rev. Doherty no longer ministers in a parish, she has
responded to requests from local funeral home directors to lead weekly
grief support groups. Despite restrictions on sizes of gatherings be-
cause of COVD-19, she has managed to find spaces to maintain these
groups which are so necessary as aging participants cope with grief
in times of unbearable isolation.

Mr. Harmon, despite physical limitations, still serves a variety of
causes. One role he cherishes is his position on the board of the St.
Francis-St. Joseph Catholic Worker House for homeless men in the
centre of Cincinnati. Despite the limitations of aging, he can see an
upside to them: “As I grow older, I observe more, I listen more.”

‘Be not afraid’
Even while pledging to reach out to others as long as they can, each

of my interviews is realistic about the spiritual task that awaits them
as they envision their own deaths. That is one of the goals of aging,
Dr. Fleming reminds us: “to come to terms with life, to find gratitude,
to forgive, and not to be afraid of death.”

During a phone call with my friend Bonnie Finn near All Souls’ Day,
we reminisced about those who have gone before us, friends we
admired, many of them religious sisters. We named them with re-
spect and love — Elizabeth, Joan, Margie, Paula — grateful for their
impact on our lives, for being role models as we age. “They are the
ones who made me unafraid of death,” she told me. “It’s like they are
here with me. I talk to them about God and death, and they know,
because they are there.”

When I asked Rev. Doherty, Mr. Harmon and Ms. Rusen whether
they feared death, each pointed to belief in something beyond their
physical existence. Mr. Harmon expressed it this way: “I have no
fears except that life is so beautiful and wonderful and I will miss it in
the way I have experienced it, but I will still be part of the great
streams of creation.”

As I reflect on my own “beautiful and wonderful” life, I am re-
minded daily of my mortality by reports of the still-rising death toll
from the corona virus. At the time of this writing, I have just finished
a semester connecting with my students remotely; their disembodied
faces and voices emanating from my computer screen. These stu-
dents have many decades before they confront their own aging, but
perhaps someday they will pick up a dusty copy of Sr. Prejean’s
memoir, River of Fire: My Spiritual Journey and tear up, as I do,
when reading its afterword:

“My Sisters strengthen and inspire me to be generous in service
and faithful in prayer, even when God seems to go dark. And now, as
we age, they are teaching me how to die. But only when it’s time. For
now, it’s all about riding the life river wherever it leads, full throttle,
no-holds barred.

One Thing I love about Jesus’ spirit is that he was always talking
about really living, being truly alive. And as I experience it, that’s what
the Jesus spirit in us does: quickens us to touch and enliven each
other to life.”

Elizabeth Bookser Barkely, PhD, is an English professor and chair
of the department of liberal arts at Mount St. Joseph University in
Cincinnati, Ohio. She is also the author of four books, including Life
after Death: Practical Help for the Widowed (Franciscan Media).§

Senior moments: wisdom, grace, and courage
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Vatican releases text for installing catechists, explains ministry
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Catholic men and
women formally installed in the new min-
istry of catechists are not simply religious
education teachers but are engaged in "the
proclamation and transmission of the
faith, carrying out this role in collabora-
tion with the ordained ministers and un-
der their guidance," said a letter accom-
panying the Latin text of the Rite of In-
stitution of Catechists.

Archbishop Arthur Roche, prefect of
the Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Sacraments, released the Latin text
and a letter December 13, seven months
after Pope Francis instituted the "minis-
try of catechist" as a formal office and
vocation in the church.

Bishops' conferences will be responsi-
ble for translating the rite into their local
languages and seeking Vatican approval for
local adaptations, which are expected given
the variety of roles catechists play in differ-
ent parts of the world.

In 2022, Archbishop Roche said, his of-
fice would release the revised text for the
Rite for the Institution of Lectors and Aco-
lytes, a ministry Pope Francis opened to
women in January.

"The term 'catechist' indicates different
realities in relation to the ecclesial context
in which it is used," Archbishop Roche
wrote. "Catechists in mission territories dif-
fer from those working in churches of long-
standing tradition. Moreover, individual
ecclesial experiences also produce very dif-
ferent characteristics and patterns of ac-

tion, so much so that it is difficult to give it
a unitary and synthetic description."

In different parts of the world, he said,
formally recognized catechists can be found
"guiding community prayer, especially the
Sunday liturgy in the absence of a priest or
deacon; assisting the sick; leading funeral
celebrations; training and guiding other
catechists; coordinating pastoral initiatives;
human promotion according to the church's
social doctrine; helping the poor; fostering
the relationship between the community and
the ordained ministers."

Archbishop Roche said people should not
be surprised by the "breadth and variety of
functions" associated with catechists because
"the exercise of this lay ministry fully ex-
presses the consequences of being baptized
and, in the particular situation of the lack of a
stable presence of ordained ministers, it is a
participation in their pastoral action."

"This is what the Code of Canon Law
affirms when it provides for the possibility
of entrusting to a non-ordained person a
share in the exercise of pastoral care in a
parish, always under the moderation of a
priest," he wrote. "It is necessary, there-
fore, to form the community so that it does
not see the catechist as a substitute for the
priest or deacon, but as a member of the
lay faithful who lives their baptism in fruit-
ful collaboration and shared responsibility
with the ordained ministers, so that their

pastoral care may reach everyone."
Those chosen for the ministry of

catechist, he said, are to be called by their
bishop and instituted in what the church calls
a "stable" way. While the specific terms of
their ministry are up to the local bishop, they
are installed in the ministry only once and for
a substantial period of time.

Archbishop Roche also include a list of
those who "should not be instituted as
catechists":

• "Those who have already begun their jour-
ney toward holy orders and in particular have
been admitted among the candidates for the
diaconate and the priesthood," because the
ministry of catechist is a lay ministry.

• "Men and women religious — irrespec-
tive of whether they belong to Institutes
whose charism is catechesis — unless they
act as leaders of a parish community or co-
ordinators of catechetical activity."

• "Those who carry out a role exclusively
for the members of an ecclesial movement"
since that role is assigned by leaders of the move-
ment and not by the diocesan bishop.

• "Those who teach Catholic religion in schools,
unless they also carry out other ecclesiastical
tasks in the service of the parish or diocese."

The pope's institution of a formal ministry
of catechist, he said, also should not end the
practice of all a parish's or school's religion teach-
ers being commissioned and given a mandate at
the beginning of each school year.§Archbishop Arthur Roche

(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

St. Joseph a picture of authentic masculinity
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

The Knights of Columbus are offering for
free its latest film that takes a deep look into
the life of Jesus’ foster father as a model of
character and virtue for this generation.

St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father is woven
together with interviews from scholars, clergy
and everyday people, all with a special devo-
tion to St. Joseph. The film sheds a rare light
on this biblical figure who is not often dis-
cussed yet intimately intertwined with the
story of Christ from birth to resurrection.

Written and directed by Emmy Award-win-
ning documentary filmmaker David Naglieri,
the film was propelled forward by Pope
Francis’ declaration of the Year of St. Joseph
in December 2020, which wrapped up in
December 2021. Sitting at just under an hour
in length, it had a six-week run on ABC affili-
ates and can be accessed at kofc.org/stjoseph.

Mr. Naglieri uses Jesus’ model of sharing

parables to pass on the Gospel message. He
tells the story of St. Joseph through historical
accounts and the personal testimonies of men
and women who have leaned on him through
battles with parenthood, sickness, infertility,
adoption and other challenges of family life.
It includes interviews with former Major
League Baseball player Darrell Miller and
former NFL player and adoptive father Matt
Birk, who share their journeys in fatherhood.

As Canada’s patron, the film naturally bears
a strong connection to the nation. It shares
the journey of Father Richard Conlin, a former
Team Canada golfer recently ordained a priest
in Vancouver. With a strong devotion to St.
Joseph, Fr. Conlin offers a reflection on the
journey to finding God’s path for his life and
becoming a spiritual father himself.

“[Fr.] Conlin talks about how he grew in
devotion to St. Joseph through the process
of becoming a priest and kind of accepting
his new role as spiritual father,” said Mr.

(continued on page 7)
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Synod official apologizes to gay Catholics, encourages their participation
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — LGBTQ Catholics are more than welcome to
participate in the prayer, discernment and discussion process leading
up to the celebration of the assembly of the world Synod of Bishops
in 2023, a synod official said.

Thierry Bonaventura, communication manager of the synod's gen-
eral secretariat, formally apologized for his decision in early Decem-
ber to remove from a website of synod resources a video of an Oc-
tober seminar on the synod prepared by New Ways Ministry, an un-
official Catholic group that advocates for LGBTQ Catholics.

In an article in the December newsletter of the Synod of Bishops,
Mr. Bonaventura published his apology under the title, Children of a
Lesser God?

"Walking together also means knowing how to apologize," he wrote.
"In recent days, I have personally taken the initiative to de-publish a

post" by New Ways Ministry "for internal procedural reasons," he
said, without further explanation. "This brought pain to the entire
LGBTQ community, who once again felt left out."

The link to the New Ways video was restored to the synod re-
sources page December 12 and a letter from an Italian LGBTQ group
encouraging participation in the synod process was added.

In posting the materials, Mr. Bonaventura said, "I feel that I must
apologize to all LGBTQ people and to the members of New Ways
Ministry for the pain caused."

The restoration of the video and the posting of the Italian letter, he
said, shows "the firm will — not only mine but of the entire general
secretariat of the synod — not to exclude those who wish to carry
out this synodal process with a sincere heart and a spirit of dialogue
and real discernment."

"LGBTQ groups and those groups who feel they live on the 'mar-
gins' of the church can direct their contributions, resources or what
they want to share with the whole people of God to
webmaster@synodresources.org," he said.

The EWTN-owned Catholic News Agency [CNA] had reported
December 7 that Mr. Bonaventura had removed the video link.

"Even if we are open to receiving any useful resources without a
particular censoring of the material, it is our desire to welcome inputs

from officially recognized organizations by the Catholic Church," Mr.
Bonaventura had told CNA. "In this case, my team was not aware of
the situation of the New Ways organization and of the clarification
given by the USCCB [United States Conference of Catholic Bishops]
president in 2010."

Mr. Bonaventura was referring to a statement by the late Cardinal
Francis E. George of Chicago, then president of the U.S. bishops
conference, saying that, "like other groups that claim to be Catholic
but deny central aspects of church teaching, New Ways Ministry has

no approval or recognition from the Catholic Church and that they
cannot speak on behalf of the Catholic faithful in the United States."

The occasion of the statement, the cardinal had said, was that "New
Ways Ministry has recently criticized efforts by the church to defend
the traditional definition of marriage as between one man and one
woman and has urged Catholics to support electoral initiatives to es-
tablish same-sex 'marriage.'"

The National Catholic Reporter reported December 8 that in May
and again in June, New Ways Ministry received letters from Pope
Francis thanking them for their outreach. §

VATICAN CITY — The title of a webinar by the New Ways Ministry
is seen on its YouTube channel in this screen capture. The
communications office of the Synod of Bishops has reposted
the video and issued an apology after unpublishing it earlier.
(CNS photo/New Ways Ministry YouTube channel)

(continued from page 6)
Naglieri. “It was one of the different glimpses and looks into the life
of St. Joseph and devotion to him and how he helps form us in all our
vocations, whether we’re husbands or fathers or grandfathers, priests,
mothers or any vocation within the universal family. ... Wherever you
live in this world, you can find inspiration from it so it’s very much a
universal story.”

It also features a visit to St. Joseph Oratory in Montreal and a
candid interview with Father Mike Delaney who gives insight into the
life of St. André Bessette. Inspired by St. Joseph as a model of hum-
ble service, St. André Bessette helped build the pilgrimage site and
was one of the greatest promoters of devotion to St. Joseph the world
has ever known. Founded in 1904, the Oratory today is the largest
church in the nation.

Mr. Naglieri says St. Joseph, who along with Mary humbly raised
the Christ child, shows a picture of manhood that is not about the
ruthless quest for financial gain but about obedience, sacrifice and

love for family.
“One of the things to take away from the life of St. Joseph is how

we can strive for authentic masculinity, which is not glorying in self,
it’s not about ego and it’s not about pride,” said Mr. Naglieri. “It’s
ultimately about being a man of sacrifice. Being strong enough to
sacrifice what you want for what’s the best for the other and there’s
no better example of that than St. Joseph.”

Mr. Naglieri saw a void in the film medium of works focused on
the saint and now seemed the perfect time to push such a project
forward.

“In terms of a film that kind of puts all the information about St.
Joseph together and tells the story woven together about devotion to
him, his role as the patron of the universal Church, as a pillar of
virtue, as someone we can turn to for protection as an intercessor,
that’s never been done to my knowledge,” said Mr. Naglieri in an
interview with The Catholic Register. “We’re very happy to be the
first to maybe through a documentary film tell the remarkable story.”§

St. Joseph a picture of authentic masculinity
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By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Governments must
pour more money into education and drasti-
cally reduce military spending for there to be
genuine progress and peace in the world, Pope
Francis said in his annual message for the
World Day of Peace January 1.

"It is high time, then, that governments
develop economic policies aimed at inverting
the proportion of public funds spent on edu-
cation and on weaponry," the pope said.

"The pursuit of a genuine process of inter-
national disarmament can only prove benefi-
cial for the development of peoples and na-
tions, freeing up financial resources better
used for health care, schools, infrastructure,
care of the land and so forth," he said.

The pope's message was released in late
December 2021 at a Vatican news confer-
ence led by Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Hu-
man Development.

The pope's message, which the Vatican
sends to heads of state around the world, in-
vited everyone to "work together to build a
more peaceful world, starting from the hearts
of individuals and relationships in the family,
then within society and with the environment,
and all the way up to relationships between
peoples and nations."

Pope Francis proposed "three paths" for
building lasting peace: dialogue between gen-
erations and concrete projects
they can share; education aimed
at building freedom, responsibil-
ity and development; and dignified
labour that protects people's rights
and the environment.

"Great social challenges and
peace processes necessarily call
for dialogue between the keepers
of memory — the elderly — and
those who move history forward
— the young," Pope Francis said.

"The global crisis we are expe-
riencing makes it clear that en-
counter and dialogue between gen-
erations should be the driving
force behind a healthy politics,"
one that "is not content to man-
age the present 'with piecemeal
solutions or quick fixes,' but views
itself as an outstanding form of
love for others, in the search for
shared and sustainable projects for
the future," he said.

Pour money into education, not weapons, wars, pope tells nations
Young people, he added, also should be given

respect and encouragement for their commit-
ment to working for a more just and sustain-
able world.

Education helps provide the skills and set-
ting for dialogue between generations, coop-
eration and sharing expertise and experiences
for promoting integral human development,
he said. However, "there has been a signifi-
cant reduction worldwide in funding for edu-
cation and training; these have been seen more
as expenditures than investments."

At the same time, he said, military expendi-
tures "have increased beyond the levels at the
end of the Cold War and they seem certain to
grow exorbitantly."

He called on governments to cut military
spending, boost investment in education and
do more to "promote the culture of care,
which, in the face of social divisions and un-
responsive institutions, could become a com-
mon language working to break down barri-
ers and build bridges."

(continued on page 9)

VATICAN CITY — Officials at the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development
pose for a photo at the conclusion of a news conference at the Vatican in late December
2021, for the release of Pope Francis' message for the January 1, 2022 World Day of
Peace. Pictured are Scalabrian Father Fabio Baggio, undersecretary at the section
for migrants and refugees; Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of the dicastery; and Salesian
Sister Alessandra Smerilli, interim secretary. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Bishops seek conversion therapy protection
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

After a surprise, expedited third reading of
long-promised legislation to ban conversion
therapy, Canada’s Catholic bishops are hoping
the Senate will amend the bill to ensure private
conversations and religious teaching about sexu-
ality and gender are not criminalized.

“While the government did make changes
to the definition in Bill C-4 (a previous ver-
sion of the conversion therapy ban), none of
these changes address the concerns we and
many others have raised,” Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops [CCCB] spokesper-
son Jonathan Lesarge told The Catholic Reg-
ister in an e-mail. “Instead, the changes fur-
ther expand the definition of conversion
therapy and the scope of its prohibition. We
therefore remain concerned and will continue
to advocate for much-needed clarity through
constructive dialogue.”

The Liberals first introduced the bill in 2019,
but it died when Parliament was prorogued in
2020. It was back on the table this year, but

failed to pass the Senate before the summer
election was called. This third attempt sailed
through the House of Commons with unani-
mous consent and goes back to the Senate
with some changes to the original bill, includ-
ing extending the conversion therapy ban for
adults as well as children.

Gay conversion therapy, sometimes called
“reparative therapy,” uses psychological cat-
egories and counselling techniques to try to
turn gay people straight and convince transexuals
to identify with their biological sex. The Cana-
dian Psychological Association, the Canadian Psy-
chiatric Association and other health professional
bodies have denounced the practice. A 2009 re-
view of the scientific literature by the American
Psychological Association concluded that the
therapies don’t work and often harm the sub-
ject’s mental health.

The CCCB does not oppose the basic in-
tent of the conversion therapy ban, Mr.
Lesarge said.

“There is no place in our communities for
abusive or coercive practices. To that end we
support the objective,” he said. “Our concern

(continued from page 8)
Cardinal Turkson told reporters that trying

to build security through stockpiling weap-
ons only creates more distrust, which, in turn,
feeds a desire for more weapons.

Working on building trust will help in re-
ducing arms spending, he said, and the more
the world develops an increased sense of
human fraternity and "closeness," the more
arms will become unnecessary.

The pope said in his message that having
dignified work is also part of building and
keeping peace as it lets people contribute to-

is that conversion therapy is so broadly de-
fined that it could readily criminalize legiti-
mate expressions that are not harmful and
have nothing to do with forcing someone to
change their identity.”

Government assurances that the legislation
would not or could not be used to charge par-
ents or religious leaders for talking about sexual-
ity or gender in theological or traditional catego-
ries aren’t good enough, Mr. Lesarge said.

As the bill passed in the House of Com-
mons, Campaign Life Coalition called the leg-
islation “a smokescreen to go after parents of
traditional faiths and values who raise their
male and female children to live according to
their biological sex.”

“This bill will certainly target common-
sense parenting and could put parents in jail
for up to five years for private conversations
in which they encourage their child to be com-
fortable with the body in which they were
born, or if they require their child to dress at
home in conformity with their biological sex,”
Campaign Life Coalition president Jeff
Gunnarson said in a release.§

renewed sense of social responsibility, so that
profit will not be the sole guiding criterion."

Companies need to respect the fundamen-
tal human rights of workers, and this requires
"raising awareness not only on the part of
institutions, but also among consumers, civil
society and entrepreneurial entities," he said.

Politics has an active role to play here "by pro-
moting a fair balance between economic free-
dom and social justice," he said, adding that
Catholic workers and entrepreneurs can find
guidance with the church's social doctrine.

Salesian Sister Alessandra Smerilli, interim
secretary of the human development
dicastery, said at the news conference, "There
is no justice without fair ... decent and re-
spectful jobs for all."

Sr. Smerilli, who is also part of the Vatican's
COVID-19 Commission, said the dicastery and
commission were launching a "Work for All"
project that will get input from people who are
"looking for creative solutions to the problems
of work" so that the right conditions can be cre-
ated "for something new to happen."

"Work can no longer be disconnected from
care," she said.

"If we leave it all to the market, the 'dis-
carded' will increase and they will be rejected
from (having) income and care; we must put
care back at the centre of the social contract,"
she said.§

ward "a more habitable and beautiful world."
But the COVID-19 pandemic has hurt many

in a labour market that was already facing
multiple challenges and it has had a devastat-
ing impact on "the informal economy, which
often involves migrant workers," he said.

Many migrant workers and their families "live
in highly precarious conditions, prey to various
forms of slavery and with no system of welfare
to protect them," the pope said. "Currently only
one-third of the world's population of working
age enjoys a system of social protection, or ben-
efit from it only in limited ways."

The only answer
to this and other chal-
lenges "is an expan-
sion of dignified em-
ployment opportuni-
ties" and decent
working conditions
for jobs that support
the common good
and safeguard crea-
tion, the pope said.

"The freedom of
entrepreneurial initia-
tives needs to be en-
sured and supported,"
he said. "At the same
time, efforts must be
made to encourage a

Pour money into education, not weapons, wars, pope tells nations
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As rich get boosters, Africa lacks vaccines
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Canada’s ban on travel from southern Africa and the failure of rich
countries to effectively share COVID-19 vaccines with the rest of
the world has Jesuit Father Charles Chilufya steaming mad.

Fr. Chilufya is the co-ordinator of the Africa Task Force of the
Vatican’s COVID-19 Commission and director of the Justice and
Ecology Office of the Jesuit Conference of Africa and Madagascar,
known as JCAM. After South Africa detected and reported the new
Omicron variant of the virus, Canada and a few other countries closed
their borders to travellers from southern Africa. Canada also refused
to accept South African COVID test results for returning Canadians,
forcing them to obtain COVID tests in a third country.

But what really angers Chilufya, after 5.26 million deaths over 23
months from COVID, is that Canada and other rich countries have
been happily vaccinating their populations and allowing Africa to lan-
guish in a vaccine desert.

“After so many warnings that if we don’t vaccinate the entire world
we would get new variants that we may not be able to handle, such a
type has been detected,” Fr. Chilufya told The Catholic Register in an
e-mail. “And the response of nations has been to isolate South Africa
that has done good to detect the (Omicron) variant and did well to let
the world know. ... We are angry.”

Omicron has been found in at least 44 countries around the world.
Cases in Europe have been found that are unrelated to travel and
indicate community transmission. Canada has not banned travel from
European countries.

African vaccination rates remain low. Only 102 million people, or
7.5 per cent of the population, is fully vaccinated, according to the
World Health Organization. More than 80 per cent of Africans still
need to receive a first dose.

As of December 3 Canada’s COVID task force was reporting 79
per cent of eligible Canadians are fully vaccinated with 89.5 per cent
having received at least one dose. Eligibility for third doses is expand-

ing across the country. Just
under six per cent of chil-
dren aged five to 11 have
been vaccinated.

As an economist, Fr.
Chilufya is acutely aware of
how uncontrolled COVID
is tearing apart lives and
livelihoods around the
world.

“If we don’t achieve a
70-per-cent vaccination rate
globally by mid-2022 we
will lose more than $5 trillion
in global economic losses over the next five years,” he said.

Fr. Chilufya has joined forces with health-care professionals and activ-
ists around the globe calling for suspension of certain patent protections so
that vaccines can be produced in or near the countries that need them.
Omicron travel bans have further frustrated those efforts.

“On account of the new travel restrictions due to the COVID Omi-
cron variant, the World Trade Organization postponed a meeting where
trade ministers planned to decide on vaccine access and production
issues for developing countries,” he said. “An important feature of
this meeting’s agenda was the waiving of the pharmaceutical com-
pany patents on COVID vaccines and treatments.”

Global Affairs Canada claims “Canada has supported the global
effort to beat the pandemic from the very beginning.” Ottawa has
committed to donating the equivalent of at least 200 million doses to
the COVAX Facility by the end of 2022, including over 50 million
vaccine doses that were determined to be in excess of domestic needs.
COVAX is the global system set up by the WHO to ensure equitable
access to vaccines.

“We need more than short-term reactions of vaccine donations,”
Fr. Chilufya said. “What we have asked for, almost for a year or
more, the patent waiver, is what will save unnecessary loss of lives,
forestall another serious economic fallout and food shortages.”

Since May of 2020, the Canadian government has committed $1.3
billion to the World Health Organization’s effort to scale up vaccine distri-
bution in poor countries. It has also loaded up the International Monetary
Fund’s credit card with $3.7 billion in drawing rights which poor coun-

tries can use. This includes $982
million in funds to be distributed
through the United Nations’ Pov-
erty Reduction and Growth Trust.

“The Church calls on the
remaining few nations to heed the
call to save lives. To isolate coun-
tries like South Africa and others
in the region is no solution,” said
Fr. Chilufya. “The new variant
has spread all across the globe
and affirms what we have been
told before — ‘no one is safe until
everyone is safe.’ Rather than
divide the world, we urge the rich
nations to provide leadership and
put in mechanisms to ensure that
everyone is vaccinated.”§

Father Charles Chilufya
(Catholicprofiles.org photo)
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$75 million to take bite out of hunger
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

It’s a hungry world and COVID has only sharpened those hunger
pangs.

For this year COVID-19 could add 2.6 million more stunted chil-
dren, 9.8 million more underweight children, 168,000 dead children
and 2.1 million more anemic mothers around the globe. Last year
UNICEF calculated COVID had cut basic nutrition services by 30 per
cent.

Development and Peace and its major ally in Canada, the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, are getting the chance to do something about
COVID-driven hunger with $75 million in government funding to
Foodgrains over three years.

Taking a bite out of hunger starts one project at a time. Canada’s
Caritas agency, Development and Peace, will be able to use that
Foodgrains funding to help treat and prevent acute malnutrition in
Gedo, Somalia — near the borders with Ethiopia and Kenya.

“The new funds will help our partner in Somalia treat and prevent
acute malnutrition in children under five, and pregnant and lactating
women,” said Development and Peace humanitarian program officer
Dominique Godbout in an e-mail. “That has been exacerbated by the
pandemic.”

The $75 million Global Affairs International Development has sent
to Foodgrains— announced December 6 by Minister of International
Development Harjit Sajjan — is part of $520 million Ottawa pledged
at the launch of the United Nations’ Nutrition for Growth Year of
Action a year ago.

Foodgrains is a partnership of 15 different churches and church-
affiliated agencies dedicated to fighting hunger around the world. The
Catholic involvement in Foodgrains is led by the Canadian Catholic
Organization for Development and Peace – Caritas Canada.§

OBITUARIES

SMITH, THERESA — It is with great sadness that the family of Theresa
(Curran) Smith announces her passing which occurred on Wednesday,
November 25, 2021, at Ridgewood’s Veterans Wing. Born in Saint John
on May 23, 1920, she was a daughter of the late William and Effie (Hyslop)
(Marks) Curran.

Theresa is survived by her daughter, Terry Lee; grandchildren, Nick
(Sarah), Amanda (Peter), Andrew (Jessica), Krista and Colin; great-grand-
children, Emilia, Aidan, Keegan, Landan, Henry, Noah; niece, Linda (Glen);
brother-in-law, Lloyd Smith (Germaine); as well as many nieces and neph-
ews. In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her husband,
Maurice, her brothers, sisters, as well as several nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy took place in the Brenan’s Chapel.
Interment followed the service in Ocean View Memorial Gardens, Saint
John.

KEATING, BARBARA ‘JEANNE’ — Barbara “Jeanne “(Bonnell) Keating
passed away suddenly on November 26, 2021, in Largo, Florida. She was
born on October 2, 1947, in Woodstock, NB to the late Doris (Dunbar)
and George Bonnell.

She leaves to cherish her memory, her husband Michael, daughters
Karen (Mike Small), Kelly (Ian Boyd), Jan (Mark LeBlanc), and Peter
Keating, grandchildren Ryan, Laura, Alex and Gregor Small, Mark, Adam

and Luke Boyd, and Regan, Kate, Alison and Connor LeBlanc, numerous
nieces and nephews, her siblings, Robert Bonnell (Stacy) and Frances
Doyle, her brothers in law Fr Brian Keating csc and Terry Keating, and
many honored friends and neighbors. Jeanne was loved and admired by
many. She was predeceased by her special in laws Carol & Lou Simon of
Saint John, Barbara Bonnell of Montreal, and Brian Doyle of Ottawa.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. Funeral arrangements will be announced at a later date.

BOULOS, JANICE ANN — It is with great love that the family of Janice
“Jan” (LeBlanc) Boulos announce her passing. She was born in Boston,
Massachusetts on June 12, 1939, to J. Arthur and Irene Estelle (Gregoire)
LeBlanc. She was a proud graduate of Archbishops Williams High School
57’ and Framingham State University 61’.

Jan leaves to cherish her memory, her husband Tony, son Preston (Sherry)
and grandchildren Kyle and Jacob; daughter Paulette (John) and grand-
children Zachary (Jenna-Mae), Sarah (Liam), and Oliver (Jess); great-
grandchild Allister (son of Zachary and Jenna-Mae) and many other rela-
tives and friends.  Jan was predeceased by her mother and father, her
aunt, Gustava Lynch and her cousins Lee and Fran Boudreau.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was be held from Holy
Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X), Saint John.

BEAMISH, VIOLA ‘VI’ MAY — It is with heavy hearts that the family
of Vi Beamish announces her passing, which occurred at Turnbull Nurs-
ing Home, Saint John, N.B., on Dec. 1, 2021. Born in Saint John on
September 2, 1929, she was the daughter of the late Alfred and Gladys
(Hodgin) Smith.

Vi will be forever missed by her daughters Nancy (Bernie) Murphy,
Debbie (Kevin) Ferguson and Cathy (Les) Graham; her brother Alfred
(Elaine) Smith of Sussex; her grandchildren, Steven (Bonnie) Dalling, Stacey
(Les) Pugh, Angela Murphy (Pete Carey), Krista (Mike) Adams, Josh
(Tara) Ferguson, Kiersten (Brad) Sheridan, Kelsey Ferguson (Andrew
Chaisson), Raymond Graham and Samantha Graham; great-grandchil-
dren Kayla, Tyler, Lora, Ally, Jack, Lucas, Liam, Teagan and Oliver; her
great-great-granddaughter, Payton, as well as many of her nieces and
nephews. In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her husband
Raymond; her daughter Patty; her sister Marg Nicholls; and several nieces
and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John from where the Funeral Liturgy was held. Internment
in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. January 7, 2022Page 12

January 9, 2022
The Baptism of the Lord

First Reading: Isaiah 42.1-4, 6-7
Here is my chosen servant in whom my soul delights.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 29.1-2, 3ac-4, 3b+9c-10 (R.11b)
R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Second Reading: Acts 10.34-38
The Lord anointed him with the Holy Spirit.

Gospel: Luke 3.15-16, 21-22
When Jesus had been baptized and was praying, the

heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Residential school records available online
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Bringing together a trove of newly available documents, the most
complete record of how Catholic residential school operators ulti-
mately ended their obligations under the historic 2006 Indian Resi-
dential School Settlement Agreement is now online.

The University of British Columbia [UBC] Indian Residential School
History and Dialogue Centre has assembled historical timelines, court
documents and background papers that tell the tale of how 52 Catho-
lic entities, primarily religious orders, agreed in 2006 to provide three
separate streams of compensation to Indigenous communities. The
three streams should have totalled nearly $79 million to help commu-
nities recover from generations of family separations and childhood
trauma experienced at the schools.

Many of the documents available now at the UBC Centre’s website
(irshdc.ubc.ca/) have been locked up in obscure court records until
the 2021 summer of anger over unmarked graves sent news organi-
zations searching for them through Access to Information requests.

As the new online resource launched December 7, The Catholic
Register learned that the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
[CCCB] has commissioned its own narrative of how the court-and-
government driven process was finally settled in 2015.

“They are keen to have somebody put together a credible narra-
tive,” said Grouard-McLennan Archbishop Gerard Pettipas, who
chaired the now defunct Corporation for the Catholic Entities Party
to the Indian Residential School Settlement (CCEPIRSS), which rep-
resented the 52 religious orders and dioceses that had obligations un-
der the final settlement.

The CCCB would not say when its version of the story will be
made public.

“The CCCB is making every effort to be open and transparent about
the Catholic Church’s role in the residential school system as we
work to meaningfully advance healing and reconciliation with Indig-
enous peoples,” said CCCB spokesperson Jonathan Lesarge.

A demand for more complete and accessible records was to form
a central part of what the three national Indigenous political organiza-

tions were going to ask of Pope Francis in the now-delayed meeting
at the Vatican. A delegation of bishops led by CCCB president Bishop
Raymond Poisson met with the Pope December 8 to discuss a new
date for the meeting, which Bishop Poisson expects will be in the
spring.

The UBC Centre’s academic director, Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond,
would like to collaborate with the CCCB in putting together a single,
accessible and complete record on residential schools.

The CCCB was not a party to the Indian Residential Schools Settle-
ment Agreement and it is unclear what documentation it would have
access to.

While there is obviously disagreement about whether the Catholics
really did fulfil their part of the 2006 agreement, Ms. Turpel-Lafond is
hoping for a more collaborative and less confrontational approach to
the issue of documents.

“Obviously, this is not a time to step away from tough issues. Peo-
ple have to lean into tough issues,” she said.

“Consistent with Justice (Neil) Gabrielson’s (2015) decision, we
remain confident that CCEPIRSS fulfilled its obligations under the
agreement,” said Lesarge.

The 2006-2015 settlement documents come to light just as the
broader issue of documents has gained momentum.

In July the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, who operated 48 different
residential schools, pledged to turn over and digitize as many docu-
ments as possible, in addition to over 40,000 already in the hands of
the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation [NCTR]. The UBC
Centre is a partner organization with the NCTR.

At the beginning of December, Indigenous Services Minister Marc
Miller announced the government would give the NCTR about 12,000
residential school records it jointly possesses with the Oblates, de-
spite certain legal rights the Oblates have to keep those records sealed.

The Oblates don’t know which documents the federal government
will be releasing.

“I can’t speculate about which documents the minister is referring
to, but can confirm that we have not been approached by the govern-
ment for the release of any additional records,” said OMI Lacombe
Province provincial superior Father Ken Thorson.

“The Oblates are committed to transparency, especially as it con-
cerns our historical records related to our work in residential schools,
which might assist survivors and their families and communities. As
well as the families and communities of the children who did not
return from residential schools, in coming to a deeper understanding
of their history.”

Fr. Thorson has committed to turning over Codex Historicus records
— a kind of journal of the missionary order’s activities, along with

photographs, human resources
records and teacher profiles.

“It was always a question
to me why we wouldn’t make
them available. I never really un-
derstood it and I don’t understand
it now. But we’re making them
available,” he said. §


